the nordic model the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS, Commission), which is composed of scientific experts and set up under Annex II to the Convention. The Commission shall make recommendations to coastal States on matters related to the establishment of the outer limits of their continental shelf. The limits of the shelf established by a coastal State on the basis of these recommendations shall be final and binding.
The role of the Commission is limited to cases where coastal States claim a continental shelf beyond 200 M. However, in the case of disputed areas, including overlapping claims by two or more coastal States to a continental shelf beyond 200 M, the role of the CLCS is very limited. The Convention recognizes that delimitation of the continental shelf is a matter for States which must not be prejudiced. According to paragraph 10 of article 76, the provisions of that article are without prejudice to the question of delimitation of the continental shelf between States with opposite or adjacent coasts. Similarly, article 9 of Annex II to the Convention provides that the actions of the Commission shall not prejudice matters relating to delimitation of boundaries between States with opposite or adjacent coasts.
Rule 46 of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission and its Annex I, which deal with submissions in case of a dispute between States with opposite or adjacent coasts or in other cases of unresolved land or maritime disputes, are in full accordance with the Convention. Rule 46 provides, inter alia, that the actions of the Commission shall not prejudice matters relating to the delimitation of boundaries between States. According to paragraph 1 of Annex I to the Rules of Procedure, the Commission recognizes that the competence with respect to matters regarding disputes which may arise in connection with the establishment of the outer limits of the continental shelf rests with States.
According to paragraph 5(a) of Annex I to the Rules of Procedure, in cases where a land or maritime dispute exists, the Commission shall not consider and qualify a submission made by any of the States concerned in the dispute. However, the Commission may consider one or more submissions in the areas under dispute with prior consent given by all States that are parties to such a dispute. In that case, according to paragraph 5(b), the submissions made before the Commission and the recommendations approved by the Commission thereon shall not prejudice the position of States which are parties to a land or maritime dispute.
Pursuant to paragraph 3 of Annex I to the Rules of Procedure, a submission may be made by a coastal State for a portion of its continental shelf in order not to prejudice questions relating to the delimitation of boundaries between States in any other portion or portions of the continental shelf for which a
